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TALKING PAPER 

ON 

AIR FORCE SUICIDE PREVENTION PROGRAM 

- AF Suicide Prevention Program (AFSPP) reduced ADAF suicide rates by 28% since 1996 
 

-- Current AF FY08 suicide rate is 9.7/100K 
 
-- Average annual rate dropped from 13.8/100K (FY87-96) to 9.9/100K (FY97-07) 
 
-- AF prevention focused on early identification and effective intervention with Airmen at risk 

 
- Benchmark Program: 
 

-- AF Suicide Prevention Program (AFSPP) is one of 10 evidence-based suicide prevention programs 
on SAMHSA’s National Registry of Evidence-based Programs and Practices 

 
-- AF subject experts have spoken at NIMH, SAMHSA, American Psychiatric Association, American 

Association of Suicidology, DoD Suicide Prevention Conference, Suicide Prevention Action 
Network, Academy of Organizational & Occupational Psychiatry 

 
-- AF plays crucial leadership role in suicide prevention in United States and across the world 

 
- Current efforts to prevent suicides: 

 
-- Ensuring full implementation of 11 initiatives of AFSPP by base level program managers 

 
--- Monitoring compliance through recurring assessment of program implementation 

 
-- Enhancing the suicide prevention skills of Airmen of all ranks 
 

--- Delivering high quality annual training to all Airmen on risk factors/helping resources 
 
-- Revamped on-line education fully integrated into CSAF’s core training priorities 

 
--- Upgrading skill sets of leaders via specially designed Frontline Supervisors Workshop 

 
--- Leader’s Guide offers detailed information/protocols for assisting Airmen in distress 

 
-- Improving patient care by standardizing management of suicidal behavior at AF clinics 

 
--- Policy, guidelines, and training accomplished; assessed via Health Services Inspection 

 
-- Studying effectiveness of AFSPP components in conjunction with University of Rochester 

 
- Summary:  AF remains actively engaged in an integrated campaign to prevent suicides 
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